PRESS RELEASE 

PSF funded research projects win US Patent 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Science Foundation’s (PSF) funded research project has won US Patent. 

The research project funded by PSF was carried out by the National Nematological Research Centre (NNRC), University of Karachi during the last three years at the cost of Rs. 1.8 million. The project conducted by Prof. Dr. Shahina Fayyaz was aimed at finding out indigenous organisms in soil called Entomopathogenic Nematodes (EPNs) and their use for insect pest management in crops as biopesticides as the chemical pesticides cause many health and environmental hazards. 

The researchers discovered  seven indigenous EPNs present in Pakistani soils which have an excellent control over various insect pests. These EPNs are being tested as bio-pesticides at NNRC, University of Karachi. The discovery and biotesting has on EPN has earned the researchers at NNRC supported by Pakistan Science Foundation an International Patent from the United States of America. 

PSF Chairman Prof. Dr. Manzoor Hussain Soomro has congratulated NNRC Director Prof. Dr. Shahina Fayyaz on this achievement. He said that with this achievement by the PSF supported research, will attract industrialists to invest in commercialization of these unique local bio-pesticides to replace the hazardous synthetic chemical pesticides being used in Pakistan. It will not only bring import substitution but will also improve the environment and agro-biodiversity in Pakistan.  

