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Experts meeting at PSF 

Action plan discussed to conserve Balochistan’s Juniper Forests

ISLAMABAD: UNESCO, Pakistan Science Foundation (PSF) and Pakistan Museum of Natural History (PMNH) experts in a meeting here on Tuesday discussed action plan to conserve Juniper Forests of Balochistan under UNESCO’s “Man and Biosphere” programme.  

PSF Chairman Prof. Dr Manzoor H. Soomro presided over the meeting attended by PSF Member Science Dr. Khalil Ahmed Ibupoto, PMNH Director General Dr. Syed Azhar Hasan, UNESCO Islamabad Programme Specialist Arsalan Syed and other officers concerned from PSF and PMNH.

The UNESCO programme specialist briefed the participants of meeting about the programme “Man And Biosphere” (MAB).

He said the Juniper forests of Balochistan were an ecological and cultural treasure of the country. These rare and centuries old forests are located in Ziarat and Zargoon areas of Balochistan, he said, adding, International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) is already working on a project “Mainstreaming Biodiversity Conservation into the Juniper Forest Ecosystem Production Landscape” and the data for preparing of the dossier regarding declaring the “Junipers of Balochistan” as Biosphere Reserve can be obtained from that project.

After the discussion, the meeting decided that UNESCO Islamabad would provide the proceedings of UNESCO Convention on “Man And Biosphere” to PSF for preparations and doing groundwork on MAB.

UNESCO and PSF will liaise with each other to streamline the mechanism of working together on the MAB Programme.  

The National Committee on “Man And Biosphere” may be re-constituted having appropriate number of subject experts and technical experts. 

Provincial committees on MAB will also be formulated having the secretary of the provincial ministry concerned as head and some subject experts as members.

In addition, Technical Committee (s) may also be formulated for necessary input and recommendation for sustainability of the programme of MAB. 

Balochistan’s Junipers are one of the biggest blocks in the world. These are the second largest Juniper forests in the world after the Junipers of California. Junipers are one of the slowest growing trees in the world and are therefore often called “living fossils”. The hills around Ziarat are covered with juniper trees, thickest on the north, south and east sides. The juniper tracts along with its range lands, cover an area of approximately 700,000 acres of which 230,000 acres are the State forest. Average age of the extremely slow growing juniper trees is 300 years. Juniper berries are used as flavor. Oil is also extracted from these trees, which has a number of uses. Medical herbs like Epherda, Artimesia and mint etc are also produced. Fragrant lavender hushes cover almost the entire landscape from July to October.
